BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
conversation. They seem pleased at the time; but their envy
makes them curse him in their hearts.'
Johnson's love of little children, which he discovered upon
all occasions, calling them 'pretty dears/ and giving them
sweet-meats, was an undoubted proof of the real humanity
and gentleness of his disposition.
His uncommon kindness to his servants, and serious con-
cern, not only for their comfort in this world, but their hap-
piness in the next, was another unquestionable evidence of
what all, who were intimately acquainted with him, knew
to be true.
Nor would it be just, under this head, to omit the fondness
which he shewed for animals which he had taken under his
protection. I never shall forget the indulgence with which he
treated Hodge, his cat: for whom he himself used to go out
and buy oysters, lest the servants having that trouble should
take a dislike to the poor creature. I am, unluckily, one of
those who have an antipathy to a cat, so that I am uneasy
when in the room with one; and I own, I frequently suffered
a good deal from the presence of this same Hodge. I recollect
him one day scrambling up Dr Johnson's breast, apparently
with much satisfaction, while my friend smiling and half-
whistling, rubbed down his back, and pulled him by the tail;
and when I observed he was a fine cat, saying, Svhy yes, Sir,
but I have had cats whom I liked better than this;' and then
as if perceiving Hodge to be out of countenance, adding, *but
he is a very fine cat, a very fine cat indeed.'
This reminds me of the ludicrous account which he gave
Mr Langton, of the despicable state of a young Gentleman of
good family. 'Sir, when I heard of him last, he was running
about town shooting cats.9 And then in a sort of kindly
reverie, he bethought himself of his own favourite cat, and
said, *But Hodge shan't be shot; no, no, Hodge shall not be
shot.'
His respect for the Hierarchy, and particularly the Dig-
nitaries of the Church, has been more than once exhibited in
the course of his work. Mr [William] Seward saw him pre-
sented to the Archbishop of York, and described his Bow to
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